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I. INTRODUCTION
There is no doubt that our agrarian community is facing a crisis at an alarming rate but questions arise on the exact nature and reasons behind the deepening problem. Farmer suicides have largely been attributed to rising debt, natural factor like droughts, crop failure or poor returns. However, farmers have been taking the drastic step regardless of a good rainfall also or even when they are being offered good prices and hence the question arises why?
"Farmers' suicides have to be viewed as a "National Disaster", the statement of the Ex-Prime Minister of India Dr. Manmohan Singh, himself a distinguished economist opens our eyes to the agrarian crisis that haunts the country today. Tens of thousands of farmers in different states of India have committed suicide. These suicides can no more be considered isolated cases of farmer's deaths but they represent deepening crisis witnessed by Indian agriculture. There is a debate regarding causes and number of deaths of farmers in the country. In the initial period of late 1990's when there were few incidents of suicides across the country there was general indifference and apathy towards these incidents but since early 2000 and onwards; the number of farmers' death cases started rising very fast in the states of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra and Punjab and it was high time when the Government started feeling the pinch of growing public wrath. 
II. LITERATURE REVIEW

B. Reasons behind Farmers' Suicides in India
There are many reasons discussed by the scholars which lead to farmers suicide such as failure of monsoons, climate change, heavy burden of debts, government policies, mental health, family and personal issues. The following is the detailed analysis of all of these factors:
• The increase in input costs : A major cause of the farmers' suicides in India has been the increasing burden on the farmers due to ever inflated prices of agricultural inputs. The addition of these factors is seen in the overall increase in the cost of cultivation. subsidies combined with the necessity to meet the international standards of quality increased the cost of inputs. There was been rising a demand for cash crops like cotton in the global market. Hence, a considerable part of the sector has witnessed a government encouraged shift from foodgrains to cash for cultivation. However, due to an excess of such products in the market, prices fell making cash crops uneconomical. This was the last 1990's -the time from when farmer suicides had began to be recorded on a larger scale. Production costs have steadily risen in the years since but the market prices have not seen a corresponding increase.
• Furthermore, public investment in agriculture gradually reduced a move that has resulted in the lack of uniform modernization, irrigation facilities, communications and information systems and storage facilities. Credit supply to farmers had diminished at the same time, forcing them to rely on moneylenders. Private companies and state-run Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) reject many applicants due to the lack of collateral or land titles.
• The agricultural market structure has also played a major role in denying farmers their actual returns. The Agriculture Produce and Market Committee (APMC) act was introduced to ensure fair prices to farmers but corrupt middlemen have taken advantages of the provisions in the act to exert their influence on the supply chain. They exploit farmers by buying produce at far lower prices than deserved.
• The coverage of crop insurance schemes is very limited. Not only the area covered under the National Agricultural Insurance Scheme (NAIS), even the amount offered to farmers is dismal. Infact, the growing indebtedness beyond the material capacity of the farmers threatens his survival. Survival is threatened because of two factors namely the psychological factor of being insulted in the society if the debt is not paid off and secondly and more important of being dispossessed of his only means of survival i.e. land. Farmer has to be rescued from this situation. Therefore, agricultural credit system should be strong enough to protect the farmer.
